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WHY DO WE NOT HAVE GENUINE MIRACLES TODAY? 
 

 In the New Testament, a “miracle” refers to a 

supernatural act of power that had observable and 

immediate results/effects. We should not expect God 

Himself to perform miracles or supply humans with 

miraculous powers today. Why not?  

 (1) It is not God’s will that there be miracles 

today. In God’s plan, signs, including all spiritual-

miraculous gifts, were temporary. “But whether there 

are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are 

tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, 

it will vanish away” (1 Corinthians 13:8). Notice 

again three declarations about those signs: “. . . they 

will fail . . . they will cease . . . vanish away.” It is 

clear: the Lord never intended for such spiritual gifts 

to last indefinitely. 

 Prophecies, tongues, and knowledge are the three 

spiritual gifts which the apostle Paul mentions both 

when he enumerates the miraculous gifts (1 

Corinthians 12:8-10) and when he declares the 

temporary status of those gifts (13:8). Rather than 

think of the three gifts which are repeated in chapter 

thirteen (prophecies, tongues, knowledge) as being 

more important or somehow superior to other gifts, we 

should look at them as representing/standing for all 

nine of the gifts that are listed in 12:8-10. That is, 

what is true about these three (prophecies, tongues, 

knowledge) is true, in fact, about all nine of the gifts.  

 Specifically, what Paul says about the duration of 

prophecies, tongues, and knowledge is true about the 

duration of all of the spiritual gifts which were 

supplied by the Holy Spirit in the first century. Here is 

the conclusion: just as those three gifts were a 

temporary aspect of God’s plan, so each of the other 

spiritual gifts was temporary, too. 

 Looking further in 1 Corinthians 13, in verses nine 

and ten we see a contrast — a contrast between the 

partial/incomplete and the perfect/complete. “For we 

know in part and we prophesy in part. But when that 

which is perfect has come, then that which is in part 

will be done away” (13:9,10). Taking into account the 

context, Paul is speaking about temporary and 

permanent revelation from God. Note that the three 

gifts which Paul mentions in 13:8 (prophecies, 

tongues, miraculous knowledge) all are related to 

receiving revelation from God — revelation that was 

for the benefit of both the church and those who were 

still lost outside of the Christ. Those three spiritual 

gifts (prophecies, tongues, miraculous knowledge) 

represented a temporary aspect of God’s revealing His 

will to mankind. In contrast to the “in part”/partial 

revelation of God (13:9), the expression “that which is 

perfect” (13:10) has reference to the perfect/complete 

revelation of God. 

 (2) We do not need miracles today. Why? Because 

we have “that which is perfect” — the completed 

word of God. The role of miraculous activity has been 

fulfilled. Tongues were for a sign (1 Corinthians 

14:22). Signs were used to confirm the word of God 

that Jesus’ disciples preached, as it is written, “And 

they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord 

working with them and confirming the word through 

the accompanying signs” (Mark 16:20). Once that 

word was confirmed in the first century, there was 
(and is) no need to confirm it again.  

 Jesus’ promise to His apostles was, “However, 

when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide 

you into all truth . . .” (John 16:13). That promise was 

fulfilled – “all truth” came from the Holy Spirit in the 

lifetime of the apostles. Since the Spirit revealed all 

truth in the first century during the days of the 

apostles, there is no new revelation from God being 

given today. Because there are no new revelations 

from the Lord that need to be confirmed, there are no 

new signs/miracles. Again, spiritual gifts were for the 

edification of the church (1 Corinthians 14:12,26,31). 

But, today the word of God is sufficient for the 

edification of the church, as it can build us up and 

give us an inheritance among the saved (Acts 20:32). 

Thus, the spiritual gifts/miracles are not needed today. 

 (3) God no longer is making available the power 

to do miracles. Holy Spirit baptism was a first-

century-only phenomenon, so it is not taking place 

today. In addition, there are no true apostles alive who 

can lay hands on other Christians to pass on 
miraculous powers to them (Acts 8:14-20). 

 No genuine miracles are taking place today. God is 

still all-powerful, but the age of miracles has passed.  
-- Roger D. Campbell 



UZZAH’S ERROR
 

 After King David set up his residency in 

Jerusalem, he decided to move the ark of the covenant 

there. Eventually, he was successful in doing so. But, 

his first attempt was a disaster. A man by the name of 

Uzzah lost his life in the process. What happened? 

Here is the Bible’s record in 2 Samuel 6:3-9: 

(3) So they set the ark of God on a new cart, and 

brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was 

on the hill; and Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of 

Abinadab, drove the new cart. (4) And they brought 

it out of the house of Abinadab, which was on the 

hill, accompanying the ark of God; and Ahio went 

before the ark. (5) Then David and all the house of 

Israel played music before the LORD on all kinds 

of instruments of fir wood, on harps, on stringed 

instruments, on tambourines, on sistrums, and on 

cymbals. (6) And when they came to Nachon’s 

threshing floor, Uzzah put out his hand to the ark of 

God and took hold of it, for the oxen stumbled. (7) 

Then the anger of the LORD was aroused against 

Uzzah, and God struck him there for his error; and 

he died there by the ark of God. (8) And David 

became angry because of the LORD’S outbreak 

against Uzzah; and he called the name of the place 

Perez Uzzah to this day. (9) David was afraid of the 

LORD that day; and he said, ‘How can the ark of 

the LORD come to me?’ 

 There are a number of lessons that we can learn 

from this tragic incident. First of all, not everything 

that begins with enthusiasm and good intentions turns 

out well. Before going to fetch the ark, David said to 

an assembly of Israelites, “And let us bring the ark of 

our God back to us, for we have not inquired at it 

since the days of Saul” (1 Chronicles 13:3). The entire 

assembly “said that they would do so, for the thing 

was right in the eyes of all the people” (13:4). So, 

with the support of the people, David confirmed the 

plan to go get the ark. They had good intentions. And, 

along the way there was excitement in the air as they 

played on instruments (2 Samuel 6:5). It sounded like 

a festive occasion. Yet, their mission was a failure: 

God was displeased, Uzzah died, and the ark did not 

make it to Jerusalem. 

 Second, the proper procedure was not followed. 

What method did Israel use to transport the ark? 

Someone made a new cart, they set the ark on the cart, 

then Uzzah and his brother drove the cart (2 Samuel 

6:3). Do you know what is interesting about this? The 

Israelites, whether consciously or unintentionally, 

imitated what the Philistines (Gentiles) had done on a 

previous occasion – they made a new cart, set the ark 

on it, and transported it on that cart (1 Samuel 6:7-10). 

Here is the problem with Israel’s decision to move the 

ark on a cart: that was not the way the Lord instructed 

them to do it. God’s instruction was, “You shall put 

the poles into the rings on the sides of the ark, that the 

ark may be carried by them” (Exodus 25:14). The 

holy things of God were to be carried on the shoulders 

of the Kohathites (Numbers 7:9). When humans do 

things their way instead of God’s, they are messing up. 

 Uzzah committed an error, and he paid a great 

price for it. The Bible says, “God struck him there for 

his error” (2 Samuel 6:7), which was putting forth his 

hand to touch and take hold of the ark (6:6). When 

Uzzah made his mistake, he was surrounded by God’s 

people. He was acting under the direction of the king. 

He was doing something connected with a sacred 

object, the ark of the covenant. And yet, his personal 

action violated the will of God and he was held 

accountable for it. What is the big deal, you ask? God 

gave strict instructions for those Levites who moved 

the objects of the tabernacle: “. . . they shall not touch 

any holy thing, lest they die” (Numbers 4:15). We can 

speculate all day long about what Uzzah was thinking 

before he touched the ark, but the bottom line is, his 

action violated what Jehovah had commanded. 

 God’s wisdom and actions are not open to debate. 

We simply mean that humans do not have the right to 

question the instructions and choices of the great 

Sovereign of the universe. The Lord, whose wisdom is 

infinite (Psalm 147:5), has the right to be pleased or 

displeased, as well as the right to bless or punish 

humans. So, yes, a thousand times, yes, Jehovah had 

the right to be angry with and punish Uzzah in the 

fashion that He deemed appropriate. If I have a 

problem with that, then I have a problem, period.  

 We need to learn from our mistakes. David did in 

this instance. After the passing of some time, David 

and Israel successfully moved the ark to Jerusalem. 

Before doing so, he admitted to the priests and 

Levites, “For because you did not do it the first time, 

the LORD our God broke out against us, because we 

did not consult Him about the proper order” (1 

Chronicles 15:13). The second time around, what did 

they do? “. . . the Levites bore the ark of God on their 

shoulders, by its poles, as Moses had commanded 

according to the word of the LORD” (15:15). Such 

makes us wonder, “David, why did you not do it 

according to God’s command the first time around?!” 

 Good things happen to God’s people when they do 

things His way. David, Uzzah, and Israel paid a price 

when they disregarded God’s word. Are we listening?  
-- Roger D. Campbell 



WHAT KIND OF PREACHING DO WE NEED IN OUR GENERATION?

 Have you ever heard a sermon that was presented 

using a chart that had been drawn or painted by hand 

on a bed sheet or canvas? Many of them were 

amazing and left a favorable impression on their 

hearers. A bit later, the use of overhead transparencies 

came along. And now? In many places, it is popular to 

preach sermons accompanied by Power Point slides.  

 Such sheets, canvases, transparencies, and slides 

have the potential to be helpful tools, but since they all 

may be “outdated” even in our lifetime, I strongly 

urge that we not uphold any tool or device as “the key 

to preaching.” The kind of preaching that we need in 

our generation is the kind of preaching that is needed 

in every generation. What kind of preaching do we 

need? The correct answers will never change. Here are 

ten answers, and the order below is not significant.  

 Bible preaching – If we miss this one, then we 

have missed it all! God’s charge is, “Preach the word” 

(2 Timothy 4:2). The context of that statement makes 

it clear that “the word” is God’s word. How we need 

lessons that are filled with a “Thus says the Lord!” 

How we need lessons that open the Bible, examine the 

Bible, and cause those present to say, “He really 

preached the Bible today.” While some seem intent on 

filling their “sermons” with stories and jokes and 

reducing the amount of Bible they employ, God’s 

church and the world still need to hear what He says!  

 Preaching that carries out the other instructions 

of 2 Timothy 4:2 – Preaching the word includes, 

“Convince, rebuke, and exhort with all longsuffering 

and teaching.” Just as Jeremiah was charged to root 

out, pull down, destroy, throw down, build, and plant 

(Jeremiah 1:10), so God’s preacher today needs to 

present lessons that go to the heart and cause hearers 

to see where they stand with the Lord, imploring them 

to make necessary corrections and encouraging them 

to do what is in the best interest of their soul. 

 Compassionate/loving preaching – Jesus 

preached from a heart that had compassion for those 

who heard Him (Mark 6:34). We need that kind of 

preaching today, presenting lessons that leave no 

doubt that the ones presenting them love the souls of 

those to whom they are speaking (Mark 10:21).  

 Passionate preaching – Do not confuse 

“compassion” with “passion.” One can have one 

without the other. We need gospel preachers who are 

enthusiastic in proclaiming the gospel, who have 

God’s word in their hearts like a burning fire 

(Jeremiah 20:9). Like Apollos, being “fervent in 

spirit” should characterize the way our lessons are 

presented (Acts 18:25). Each presenter of God’s word 

has his own personality, but those who hear sermons 

need to feel the enthusiasm of the speaker. If he is not 

excited about telling it, then he should not expect 

folks to be excited about hearing it. 

 Preaching that points to the Savior – Man’s 

greatest problem is sin, meaning that man’s greatest 

need is salvation from that sin. The only way to be 

saved is through Jesus, the “Savior of the world” (1 

John 4:14). Preaching that does not keep the Christ 

and Him crucified (1 Corinthians 2:2) at the forefront, 

does not stack up to the preaching of the first-century 

church (Acts 3:12-26; 8:35; 17:2,3; 18:28). 

 Preaching that explains how to walk with the 

Lord – How much are we really helping people who 

hear our lessons if we do not get down to it and show 

them what they, on an individual basis, must do in 

order to be in the right relationship with God? That 

means we need to give the Bible answer to “What 

must I do to be saved?” (Acts 16:30-33; 2:36-41). It 

also means we need to preach to let Christians know 

how to “walk in the light as He is in the light” (1 John 

1:7) in order to remain saved. 

 Preaching that points out the uniqueness of 

God’s people – Under the new covenant, God’s 

people, that is, His children, are in the Christ (1 Peter 

2:9,10; Galatians 3:26-28). They comprise the “one 

body” (Ephesians 4:4). Along with that privilege 

comes the responsibility for each follower of Jesus to 

come out from the darkness of the world and live a 

holy, separated life (2 Corinthians 6:17). The church 

and the world need to hear that! 

 Preaching that comes from a heart that longs to 

please the Lord, not people – If someone hears a 

sermon and it makes him/her happy, that is fine. A 

preacher’s ultimate goal, though, is to present a 

sermon whose content and delivery please God. 

Brothers who preach need to have the mindset of the 

apostle Paul: “. . . entrusted with the gospel, even so 

we speak, not as pleasing men, but God who tests our 

hearts” (1 Thessalonians 2:4).  

 Practical preaching – This is preaching that 

reaches home with the listeners, that causes them to 

see how to use God’s message in their own lives (Acts 

3:19; 7:51-53; 1 Timothy 4:11,12). 

 Clear preaching – It is fruitless and frustrating for 

hearers when they hear a sermon and are unsure 

exactly what is said or what the point is. The 

preaching done by Jesus and His disciples was plain, 

letting the hearers know in no uncertain terms what 

was what. Look at how Jesus spoke about worry, Paul 

spoke about the God of heaven, and Peter spoke of 

salvation (Matthew 6:25-34; Acts 17:22-31; 2:36-28). 
-- Roger D. Campbell 



James 1:26 – BRIDLING THE TONGUE

 Bridling the tongue is no small task. Even those 

brothers and sisters who have been serving the Lord 

diligently for decades can find it a struggle to control 

their tongue. It is a never-ending challenge. 

 How we use our tongue is a matter of choice. As 

we read the book of James, we are reminded of the 

challenge that our tongue presents to each of us. “Out 

of the same mouth proceed blessing and cursing. My 

brethren, these things ought not to be so” (James 

3:10). James paints the picture of putting a bridle in a 

horse’s mouth in order to control its movements. He 

also describes ships being controlled by a small rudder 

(James 3:3,4). In comparison to the horse, a bridle is 

tiny. The same is true about the size of a rudder in 

comparison to a ship. The little object controls the 

bigger one. What is the point for God’s children? Our 

tiny tongue has a huge influence on our much larger 

body, and by extension, our tongue goes a long way in 

determining just what kind of person we are. Our 

tongue/mouth is a major part of our character. 

 Lest we be tempted to think that, since controlling 

the tongue is so difficult, surely God will not hold us 

accountable for our speech, James also penned these 

sobering words: “If anyone among you thinks he is 

religious, and does not bridle his tongue but deceives 

his own heart, this one’s religion is useless” (James 

1:26). What realities do we see in that statement? 

 First, it is possible for a person to think he is 

religious. The Greek word for “religious” means 

“fearing or worshipping God” [Thayer, word no. 2357 

via e-Sword]. Second, it is possible for a religious 

person not to bridle his tongue. Third, it is possible for 

one who counts himself as religious to deceive his 

own heart. Fourth, if a religious person fails to bridle 

his tongue, his religion is useless. That is strong 

language, and it clearly establishes the fact that I 

might be a devout, religious person, but my religious 

activities and efforts are worthless if I do not bridle 

my tongue. Surely anyone who learns that truth will 

want to put forth his best effort to control his tongue, 

do you not agree?  

 The Psalmist wrote, “I said, ‘I will guard my ways 

lest I sin with my tongue; I will restrain my mouth 

with a muzzle, while the wicked are before me’” 

(Psalm 39:1). Such a resolve sounds easy enough. In 

real life, though, muzzling/bridling/restraining the 

tongue is a tough task. I cannot think of anything at 

which humans fail more regularly than in their efforts 

to bridle their tongue. Reckless tongues abound. 

 What do we hear from unbridled lips? Lies, 

profanity, outbursts of rudeness, gossip, secrets 

revealed, fleshly insinuations, and insensitive words. 

That list is not exhaustive, but surely those items 

should get our attention and cause us to take the 

control of our tongue seriously.  

 What can influence a person’s ability to control 

his tongue? Anger issues, for one. We all know that 

when people are upset, they are prone to say things 

which they would not say under normal 

circumstances. Avoiding anger and what brings it on 

can help us refrain from speaking “out of turn.” 

Another influence on tongue-bridling is the intake of 

drugs, including alcohol, into our body. We 

understand that if someone has received anesthesia, he 

may talk out of his mind with goofy words. That also 

happens when one uses drugs recreationally or 

consumes liquor. If I am responsible before my Lord 

to be a person of self-control, including my choice of 

words, does it not make sense to stay away from 

substances which affect my brain and tongue?  

 What to do? What can help us in our efforts to 

bridle our tongues? Perhaps these can get us started: 

  Hold myself accountable for my speech. God 

does. If my speech is inappropriate in any way, I must 

avoid the indefensible excuse, “That is just the way I 

am. That’s my personality.” If so, I need to change!  

  Pray about it. “Watch and pray, lest you enter 

into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the 

flesh is weak” (Matthew 26:41). 

  Attempt to weigh my words carefully: think 

seriously before putting my mouth into gear. 

“Whoever guards his mouth and tongue keeps his soul 

from troubles” (Proverbs 21:23). 

  Control the intake. Making a strong effort to 

control what my ears and eyes “take in” (Psalm 101:3; 

Proverbs 4:34) can help me control what my tongue 

“puts out.” 

  Control the environment. If I seem to speak with 

looser lips when I am in certain places or around 

certain people, I need to be honest with myself and 

refrain from those situations. It is still true that “Evil 

company corrupts good habits” (1 Corinthians 15:33).  

 How we use our tongue matters. It matters to other 

people, it matters to God, and it needs to matter to me, 

too. The words which flow from my mouth can 

determine my eternal destiny. The Lord Jesus said, 

“For by your words you will be justified, and by your 

words you will be condemned” (Matthew 12:37).  

-- Roger D. Campbell 
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